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=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
1. From the Editor's Desk
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

I'm proud to call myself a member of the Syndicomm Online community.  We are an organization of knowledgeable, friendly, and diverse individuals.  This month, I'd like to offer my thanks to the management that makes that community possible.

I am not a Syndicomm Online employee, but I depend regularly on those who are to provide content for this newsletter, operate the Syndicomm Online hardware and software, and correct issues when they arise.  It's this personnel that recently went beyond the call of duty in helping with the creation the service's new Showbits Forum.  Not only did they offer advice and suggestions, but they also created and implemented new commands specifically to make that bulletin board's formation easier.  It's not many places where the powers that be are so willing to work with and accommodate their clients.

So, thanks, Syndicomm gurus; you guys rock.

This has been an unsolicited endorsement.

-Ken Gagne
Editor, Syndicommotion
writing@syndicomm.com

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
2. Syndicomm News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

New Chat Client
---------------
If you use Microsoft Windows(r) 95 or later and would like a better environment for joining in on chats here on Syndicomm Online, check out member Mark Percival's new program, SyndiChat v1.1, which provides a chat editing buffer and a resizable window.  Get it now at http://www.syndicomm.com/~mark/SyndiChat.

Promotions
----------
The Buddy Program, free video games offer, and Operation Douglas contest mentioned in our last issue are all still in effect.  Visit <http://www.syndicomm.com/news.html> for details.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
3. Forum Roster
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

All forums can be accessed by telnetting to syndicomm.com and typing the forum's respective keyword at any menu prompt.  Via web browser, surf to <http://www.syndicomm.com/communities/keyword> where "keyword" is that forum's keyword, or use the links below.  All email addresses are @syndicomm.com.

Forum               Keyword      Page   SysOp's Name       SysOp's Email
================    ==========   ====   =============      =============
HelpDesk            HELPDESK      150   Eric Shepherd      HELPDESK
Palm OS             PALM          590   Thomas Compter     PALM
Macintosh           MAC           605   Ed Reppert         MAC
Apple II Forum      A2            645   Ryan Suenaga       A2
Newton Alive        NEWTON        650   Kim Howe           NEWTON
Unix                UNIX          675   Wayne Arthurton    UNIX
Live Games          LIVEGAMES     810   Lisa McKleroy      LIVEGAMES
Family Fun & Games  FUN           820   Michele Greb       FUN
Role Playing Games  RPG           833   Michele Greb       RPG
Showbits            SHOWBITS      840   Ken Gagne          SHOWBITS
Gamebits            GAMEBITS      850   Ken Gagne          GAMEBITS
Singles             SINGLES       910   Ken Gagne          SINGLES
Refunders' Refuge   REFUNDERS     915   Jamie Yates        REFUNDERS
Women's Life        WOMEN         940   Michele Greb       WOMEN
Fertile Grounds     FERTILE       950   Kathryn Holderman  FERTILE
Life w/Diabetes     DIABETES      955   Lora Harville      DIABETES
Prolific Quill      QUILL         990   Ken Gagne          QUILL
Policy & Politics   POLICY       1600   Eric Shepherd      POLICY

The Unix Forum is currently under construction.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
4. Forum News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

HelpDesk
Page 150
Keyword: HELPDESK
-----------------
Discussion of television shows and movies, which have historically been popular in the HelpDesk, has been relocated to the Showbits forum on Page 840, Keyword SHOWBITS.  The messages you've read and written in HelpDesk have made this transition, and we're hoping you will as well to this new community better created to serve your entertainment needs.

Showbits
Page 840
Keyword: SHOWBITS
-----------------
Welcome to the Showbits Forum, Syndicomm Online's newest community!  We've tailored our bulletin board to provide varied and precise discussion opportunities, from television shows to movies, to your favorite actors and actresses - all 256 of them! - to live theater performances and home theater equipment.  If you have a favorite sitcom, want to hear the latest Hollywood gossip, or are wondering what films are coming out - both in theaters and on video - then we welcome you to discuss these subjects and more in Showbits.

Gamebits
Page 850
Keyword: GAMEBITS
-----------------
Nintendo has long dominated the handheld market.  While Sony's PlayStation Portable, or PSP, is due next year, 2003 holds a pair of contenders for this corner of the gaming world: Nokia's N-Gage, and the Tapwave Zodiac.  Will the former's cellular capabilities, and the latter's foundations in Palm OS, provide them with the strengths to topple Nintendo's behemoth?  Discuss these handhelds and others in Category 39: Other Handhelds & Portables.

Prolific Quill
Page 990
Keyword: QUILL
--------------
Prolific Quill is popular among readers, but lest we forget, the quill is an instrument of writing.  All members are invited to share their own works and to offer and receive criticisms on each other's.  Flex your editorial skills and creativity by offering an original piece to the forum.  Or, start by reading a short story about growing up with piano (and life) lessons, recently posted in Category 13, Topic 3: Sharing Your Fiction Work.

Politics & Policy
Page 1600
Keyword: POLITICS
-----------------
Hero or villain?  It may be too soon to objectively analyze the actions the current presidential administration has taken, but countless praises and criticisms abound - often over the same deeds.  See two different sides to the same coin as we offer different spins in Category 6, Topic 46: George Walker Bush. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
5. Other News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Offline Readers (OLRs)
----------------------
The options for Syndicomm offline readers are growing, but still have a ways to go.  Syndicomm engineering will work with any interested programmers and script writers who want to develop OLRs for Macintosh, Windows, or other operating systems.  Email eng@syndicomm.com if interested.

Want to Start a Forum?
----------------------
Syndicomm has grown quickly since its inception, due in no small part to its dedicated and ingenious development team.  But there's plenty more that everyone else can contribute, too!

Various members of Syndicomm have expressed interest in seeing the service grow to include specific forums.  They'd like the following topics to have their own discussion areas: TV/Movies/Music; Windows/PCs; Travel; Genealogy; Geography; Fiber/Textile; and various consumer and professional topics.  If you're interested in managing one of these or other communities, email contracts@syndicomm.com.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
6. About Syndicommotion
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Syndicommotion is written, edited, and published entirely using Apple II and Macintosh hardware and software.  Copyright (c) 2003 by Syndicomm.  All rights reserved.  Syndicomm, Syndicomm Online, and Syndicommotion are trademarks of Eric Shepherd.
